
Clue # 1 
• The Civil War was fought between the northern (Union) states and 

the southern (Confederate) states.
• The Civil War officially began in 1861 when Confederate States fired 

on Fort Sumter, South Carolina.
• The southern Confederate states did not want the North telling them 

what to do or making laws they didn’t agree with. 
• Many southern states decided to break away from the northern 

states to create their own country called the Confederacy. 
• The Confederate States were slaveholding states that left, or 

seceded, from the United States.
• The Confederacy stated their legal right to own slaves was not being 

protected by the United States government.
• Republican Abraham Lincoln was elected as the 16th President in

1860.  Southern states were not happy with the election results and
feared that slavery would be abolished.

• The Union (northern states) wanted to stay together as one united 
country. 
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Clue # 2
• The actual war began on April 12, 1861. 

• Taxes and the size of the government were areas of concern, on top 
of the issue of slavery.  

• President Lincoln wanted to end slavery and keep the northern and 
southern states together.

• There were many differences between the Northern and Southern 
states. 

• The North relied on industry or factories.  The land and weather in 
the north were not beneficial for farming.

• The South had a lot of agriculture, or crops, on large plantations. 
• The plantation owners relied on the work of slaves to tend the crops. 
• The Civil War, fought mostly in the southern states, took the lives of 

more than 620,000.  
• Many people died from diseases and wounds because there was not

enough medical help.
• Clara Barton, a leading nurse during the Civil War, traveled from 

battle to battle taking care of wounded soldiers. She was very brave, 
often on the front lines, and she became known as the…
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Clue # 3 
• As the United States expanded westward, each new state shifted 

power between the North and the South.
• Southern states began to fear they would lose their power and rights. 

• Every new state added became a battleground.
• Rifles and cannons were used by both sides.
• Railroads made a major impact on the war.

• The railroads allowed armies to quickly move in large numbers over 
long distances.  There South had fewer railroad tracks.

• The Confederate states (south) were led by Jefferson Davis. 
• Davis was viewed as the president of the southern states. 

• Robert E. Lee led the Confederate Army.
• The Confederate States were: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, 

Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Texas and Virginia.

• Border states who chose not to leave the Union included Delaware, 
West Virginia, Kentucky, Missouri and Maryland.

• Some major Civil War battles were the Battle of Bull Run, the Battle 
of Antietam, the Battle of Gettysburg and the Battle of Shiloh.

• The Union (north) was led by Abraham Lincoln.
• Ulysses S. Grant led the…
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Clue # 4

• In 1863 President Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation…
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• Although the Emancipation Proclamation did not immediately free all 

slaves, it paved the way for future freedom.  Eventually, the 13th 
amendment officially ended slavery.

• In 1863, Lincoln also delivered the Gettysburg Address.
• The Gettysburg Address is one of the most important speeches in 

American history.  His speech began with the famous words, “Four 
score and seven years ago...”

• In this speech Lincoln stated the Civil War was fought to keep a 
government “of the people, by the people, and for the people.”

• The Civil War ended when General Robert E. Lee surrendered to 
General Ulysses S. Grant at the Appomattox Courthouse in Virginia.

• After the war, Lincoln’s Reconstruction began and lasted until 1877. 
• This was a time to help former Confederate states to be readmitted to 

the Union.
• Reconstruction also focused on rebuilding infrastructure and 

plantations that were destroyed in the war.

Think Tank Copyright 2017

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________



A = 7 N = 

B = O = 

C =  10 P = 

D =  22 Q =

E = 19 R = 3

F = S = 

G = T = 23

H = 14 U = 6

I = 17 V = 

J = W = 

K = X = 26

L = 9 Y = 2

M = 16 Z =

T
hi

nk
 T

an
k 

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 2

0
17



Think Tank Copyright 2017



Think Tank Copyright 2017



1 2 3 4 5

1 A B D E

2 F H I/J K
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How to read a
PigPen Cipher
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How to read a
Polybius Cipher
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How to decode 
a cryptogram
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